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38 GOLDTHWAITE GENEALOGY 


was accidentally left behind at Cowes, Isle of Wight, where 
they had gone ashore, thus losing their passage in the 4r- 
bella, and coming in a later ship of the fleet. William Pel- 
ham was in Boston Oct. 19, 1630, when he asked to be made 
freeman. He was again in England in 1652, was unmarried 
and died there in 1667. He had a brother, Herbert Pelham, 
who came over in 1638, and they were sons of Herbett Pel- 
ham* of a family which resided mostly “in Lincolnshire, 
where they had an estate at Swineshead, seven miles cout 4 
west of Boston. William Pelham was born about 1607, being 
thus of nearly the same age as Thomas Goldthwaite, and it 
is this early connection of the two, which may have begun 
before leaving home, that gives ground for thinking they may 
have met first in Lincolnshire. Not long after his arrival in 
New England Thomas went to Roxbury where his name 
appears as “Thomas Gouldthwaight” in the Rev. John 
Ehot's list of his church members, Eliot having begun his 
pastorate there in 1632. May 14, 1634 “Tho: Gaildthaite” 
was made freeman of Massachusetts. In 1636 he appears in 
Salem where “the 4" of the 5** month, 1636, Thomas Gold- 
thwaite, being an inhabitant, is granted ro acres of land.” 
Again on the “zot" of rat" mo: 1636, It is ordered that 
Thomas Goldthwait shall have a tenn acre Lott ypon the neck 
of the North Syde of the Riuer pvided that if in case y* he 
be not dismissed ynto the church att Salem,+ y* then hee 
Leaue it vnto the Towne elce to be his owne || it was granted 
the 4" of 5* mo: 1636 before now." According to Farmer 
he was admitted a member of the Salem church June 5, 
1637. Among the signers of a chureh covenant in a record 
kept by Rey. John Fiske, minister in Salem, beginning 1637, 
are Tho: Goldwhatye and Eliz. Goldthwayt. In the ofigi- 
nal record of inhabitants of Salem to whom land was dis- 
tributed, Dec. 26, 1636, to July 12,1637) he is set down as 
“Tho: Gouldthait,” and again, “Tho: Goldthwait if an In- 
* See Col. Chester’s account of the Pélhams, Gen. Reg,, Vol. 33. 
7 From Roxbury. 
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abitant to acres.” In the division of meadow lands (about 
1637) Tho: Goldthwait, with three in his family, is given two 
quarters, or one half an acre* On the 15‘ of 24 month 
1644, “ Tho : Goldthwite desires some land.” Thomas Gold- 
thwaite’s ten-acre lot granted by the town in 1636 is de- 
scribed, when divided by the heirs in 1715, as in the North 
Field, bounded easterly on land of Coake (Cook) southerly and 
westerly on Buxton, northerly on the North River. His first 
house lot, like those of many of the Salem settlers, is not 
mentioned in the town grants, but has been located by some 
of the best antiquarian authority as on the southwest cor- 
net of Hssex and Flint streets. Its situation is determined 
by that of an early possession of Thomas Goldthwaite, long 
called “ Goldthrites Field,” but of whose purchase or sale no 
deed is to be found in Salem records. [tis first mentioned in 
the will of William’ Flint of Salem, Sept. 15, 1671, in which 
he bequeaths to his sons, Edward and Thomas, each one-half 
part of a field, “ Sometimes caled Goldthites field,’ which in 





*Jn an article on allotments of Jand in Salem by Herbert B. Adams (Vol. 
19, p, 171, Coll. of Essex Institute) it is said> “* The house lots were quite small 
in ancient Salem, considering the amount of available land in the plantation, 
Tn 1637 Mr, Conant’s house had half an acre of ground. If Roger Conant, the 
leading man in the plantation, had only half an acre, it is fair to presume his 
associates had only half acre homesteads—in the early history of Salem, about 
one acre. When land in addition to the house Jot was granted, it was ordered 
that the least family should haye ten acres, but greater families should have 
more according fo the number of persons in the household. A ‘ten acre loti 
snd a howse lott’ were regarded as a proper allowance for the head of a family 
—ten acres were etiough for good farming in those days as now.’ Another ar- 
ticle by Mr, Adams (Vol. 20, p. 52, Coll. Ess, Inst.) on Salem meadows, wood- 
land, and town neck, says: “ The old English system of land community was 
reproduced in Salem in some of its most striking features. In 1637 all the 
marsh ground was ordered to be measured. Hight months after, it was agreed 
that the marsh meadow lands that formerly lay in common should be appropri- 
ated to inhabitants of Salem, ‘ proportioned out unto them according to the 
heads of their families,’ to those that have the greatest number, an acre—to 
those that have least, not above half an acre, and to those between, three-quar- 
ters of an acre,” 
{See map of Salem house lots, pp. 164-5, Vol. 25, Ess. Inst. Coll. 
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